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Story of Wine
by Bruno Vespa

If you ask Giulio Bertrand whether heiis
more fond of his Italian olive oils
produced in South Africa or the wines of
Piedmont and Bordeaux that he
produces there too, he will be forced to
admit a weakness for the former. | was
his guest for lunch in the beautiful
eighteenth-century estate in Somerset
West, Stellenbosch, at the beginning of
the valley of wine that opens half an
hour's drive from Cape Town.

The blend of 14 oils from Italian born
cultivars gives a thrill. (Oils for which
Bertrand regularly wins the most
important international awards).

But the wines are not lacking either. The
Bordeaux blend varies in proportion
between Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon
and Cabernet Franc. The 2003 vintage of
Morgenster (name of the house) and the
Lourens River Valley have a more
seriousness character in former and a
greater sweetness in the latter; both
superior wines. Bertrand, with a love of
music, arrived in South Africain 1992;
he’s named his delicious rosé from
Sangiovese, Caruso; Toscais aredblend
of predominantly Sangiovese giving a
sweet complexity and Nabucco, the
champion of the house is pure Nebbiolo.
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Bruno Vespa is an Italian television and newspaper journalist.
A former director of the Italian state-owned TV channel Rai
Uno's news program TG1, Vespa is the founding host of the
program Porta a Porta. Vespa is regarded as one of the most
important Television Anchors in Italy. He was born in L'Aquila,
Italy.
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